
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTEXT 

Uganda is considered one of the world's most vulnerable and least climate-resilient countries. 

The Agricultural Sector which continues to be the most important sector in Uganda employing 

approximately 70% of the population remains highly impacted by climate change. According to 

statistics, the Agriculture sector contributes half of Uganda’s export earnings and a quarter of the 

country’s gross domestic product (GDP). Therefore, climate variability and longer-term climate 

changes have a significant impact on people’s lives and livelihoods and the national economy. Oxfam, 

partners, and allies’ research and experience in Uganda clearly shows that climate change is already 

exacerbating poverty and inequality in the country. Furthermore, climate change itself is an injustice, 

whereby the people least responsible for causing climate change are bearing the brunt of its impacts. 

Small holder farmers, most of them women and girls, are the most affected. Women and young girls 

carry the load of feeding families even when climate is hostile, and crops have failed.  

Oxfam believes that influencing the government to invest in helping people adapt and build resilience 

will increase food security and highly contribute to pulling people out of poverty as well as close the 

inequality gap.  

Therefore, under the GROW campaign, Oxfam is working to mobilise the power of the people around 

the issues of climate change so that they can act as well as put pressure on the government for faster, 

more effective action on climate change. 

“As youth, we are the backbone of this nation and we must stand up for our future. Let us 

work together to fight climate change.” Murungi Bonita Treasure,15-year-old activist 

 

            If not me then who? If not now, then when? If it’s not here, then where. Act on Climate 

Just like the rest of the world, September was a very busy month in Uganda with a lot of climate action. For Oxfam, it was the 

mobilization month, building a strong movement of women, men and youth passionate about addressing climate change. 

 

 



Background 

Oxfam worked with allies to carry out 

several activities on climate action from the 

street strikes, to the university dialogue and 

mobilization around tree planting and 

exhibition of climate smart innovations. 

Besides building a movement and creating 

awareness on the impacts of climate change, 

the series of activities were aimed at 

influencing policy and practice. Together 

with the different stakeholders, we asked 

the government to; pass the Climate Change 

Bill into law so that people and entities who 

violate the environment can be better held 

accountable, ensure that environment laws and policies are better implemented, Increase financing for 

adaption in Agriculture and reduce the price of electricity so that even the poorest can afford it.  

Milestones 

YOUTH MOBILISATION 

Over 6,000 youth were physically mobilized and 

engaged in different climate actions.  

Oxfam in partnership with Youth Go Green and 

Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa (OSIEA) 

coordinated and mobilized over 5,000 young 

people in Uganda to join the rest of the world to 

strike for Climate. The event brought together 

scholars, beauty queens, farmers, artists, 

musicians, community leaders, religious leaders, 

media, activists and others to raise a voice towards the fight against climate change and all practices 

that exacerbate it. The Climate Strike enhanced awareness among people and understanding of 

the urgent need for actions. This step the young people took started a huge wave of actions and 

renewed ambitions to rise and tackle challenges such climate change. 

 

Oxfam further partnered with Kampala International 

University to bring together over 800 university 

students, Civil Society and Non-governmental 

Organizations, Government, and Climate Change Actors 

into a dialogue dubbed, Climate Change and the Youth. 

The dialogue provided a platform for the youth to 

engage and debate with stakeholders on the impact of 

climate change, current efforts and best practices linking 

all this to the role of government, partners, legal 

framework and the youth. 

 

          University students during the Inter university dialogue 

Some of the youth and Oxfam staff with the speaker of parliament after 

presenting the petition 

     Students presenting their commitments 



BUILDING CLIMATE CHANGE 

CHAMPIONS 

During some of the actions like the Inter 

University dialogue, students made 

commitments to address climate 

change in their spheres of influence. 

Some of the commitments included 

establishing environment clubs in 

schools to champion environmental 

conservation, sensitize the  

public on the impacts of climate change, 

innovate as well as mobilise other youth 

to continue to hold the government 

accountable on climate action.                      “We need to consider adopting cotton bags rather 

than the “Kaveera.” Murungi Bonita Treasure,15-year-old activist and the chief guest of 

the inter university dialogue 

 

INFLUENCING POLICY  

The speaker of parliament committed to work 

with young people and agencies like Oxfam on 

climate action. Through the climate strike, a 

young people’s petition was delivered to the 

speaker of Parliament, asking for faster, more 

effective action on climate change. Among the asks 

was for the government to pass the climate change 

laws that recognize the adverse ways in which 

climate change affects young people, women, girls 

and other vulnerable in our society.   The speaker 

made a commitment to invite the young people to 

follow the parliamentary proceeding from the 

gallery when the petition will be discussed in 

parliament. This is key a commitment as decisions 

in most cases are made without involving the 

people that are affected.  

In photos: The young people presenting the 

petition to the speaker of Parliament. 

 

“The urgency of the climate crisis requires a 

new approach and a response centered on 

human rights, equity, and justice.” Harriet 

Mbabazi, Resilient livelihoods manager - 

Oxfam 

Murungi Bonita, an author & young climate change activist impressed with her eco-friendly 

initiatives & challenged stakeholders   to do more in addressing climate Change 

       The youth presenting a petition to the Speaker of parliament 



INFLUENCING PRACTICE  

Over 800 people participated in tree planting and 

garbage disposal exercises.  

The campaign contributed to environmental protection 

and attitude change towards positive and responsible 

actions for nature. Tree planting exercises were held 

with Oxfam staff, schools, university students and the 

public in partnership with the Buganda kingdom. Over 

1000 trees were planted in different sites including in 

different universities. This exercise was also a 

statement to the government to pass laws that hold 

people accountable to conserving the environment.  

Other activities included adopting 

ecofriendly garbage disposal measures. 

This included delivering trash cans to 

different strategic locations including 

Oxfam in Uganda office, Kampala 

international university, Buganda Kingdom 

and Kampala City Council Authority to 

promote sorting of waste before disposal.   

“I will take responsibility of ensuring that 

the trees planted at office are well cared 

for.” Charles Opiyo, Oxfam. 

 

 

BUILDING STRATEGIC ALLIES 

Through the different collaborations on 

climate action, Oxfam was able to work 

with new and strategic partners like the 

Buganda kingdom - this is a subnational 

kingdom strategically located in the central 

region with quite good influence.  As a big 

land owner, the kingdom through the 

Buganda land board is a critical player in 

issues related to land governance and usage 

as well as mobilization around climate 

change actions. The Kingdom committed to continue 

working with Oxfam on Climate Change advocacy as 

well as addressing other drivers of inequality such as 

land. 

 

The university dialogue and tree planting exercise included 

Ministry of Agriculture, Animal husbandry, Industry and 

Fisheries (MAAIF), Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social 

Development (MoGLSD), Representatives from UNDP, the 

Buganda Kingdom among other key allies.  

Oxfam in Uganda Country Director flagging off the tree planting 

exercise by staff 

Ms Proscovia Vikman, partnership advisor Buganda 

Kingdom delivering a speech during the Inter – 

University dialogue 

Ms Mariam Nkalubo, Minister for lands & Agriculture in Buganda Kingdom at one 

of the tree planting exercises in the community 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1177595643839291397
https://twitter.com/i/status/1177595643839291397


 

 

CREATING AWARENESS AND MEDIA 

MOBILIZATION 

Oxfam worked with the media to take the 

campaign to the people. This included both 

mainstream and digital media. Under hashtags 

such as #ClimatestrikeUG and #ActOnClimate, 

we were able to mobilise and reach over 70,000 

people on Facebook and twitter. Among these, 

some were able to join the strike, have online 

discussions on climate change as well as act in 

their own spaces by planting trees and posting the 

photos. The climate actions also generated a lot of 

interest and debate with different stakeholders 

including Oxfam featured on different media 

stations to talk about how climate change affects 

different groups like women and youth and what 

could be done to address the situation. The actions 

were covered by both national and international 

media such as New Vision Uganda, Voice of 

America, NTV Uganda, Citizen TV Uganda, UBC, Watch dog among others  

                                                    

                                                        MEDIA LINKS 

• https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1507344/climate-change-uganda-youth-climate-change-protest-

walk 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FV0insP1LeU&t=52s 

• https://youtu.be/YLMjLtCJB6s 

• https://thelight299682327.wordpress.com/2019/10/04/youth-vow-to-fight-climate-change/ 

• https://dailyxpress.ug/2019/10/04/kiu-and-oxfam-challenge-ugandans-to-act-on-climate-change/ 

• http://news24.co.ug/kiu-to-become-the-most-climate-friendly-campus-in-uganda/ 

• https://nilepost.co.ug/2019/10/05/youth-join-the-fight-against-climate-change/ 

• http://www.pmldaily.com/news/2019/10/oxfam-kampala-international-university-call-for-climate-justice.html 

• https://www.showbizuganda.com/youth-cautioned-on-garbage-control-at-kiu-oxfam-youth-dialogue-on-climate-

change/ 

• http://news24africa.com/kiu-oxfam-in-campaign-to-arrest-worsening-climatic-situation-in-the-country/ 

• https://www.watchdoguganda.com/news/20191004/79197/kiu-oxfam-host-inter-university-youth-dialogue-to-

combat-climate-change.html 

• https://nilepost.co.ug/2019/10/05/youth-join-the-fight-against-climate-change/ 

 

 

 

 

 Oxfam Country Director Moses Dombo explaining the GROW campaign 

Harriet Mbabazi, resilient livelihoods manger, Oxfam at 

the press conference on Climate actions under GROW 
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In photos:  

Oxfam staff participating in different climate actions including the climate strike and demonstrating the use 

of briquettes as an eco-friendly alternative source of energy for cooking.  

 

Follow us on social media for frequent updates 

@OxfaminUganda 

Oxfam in Uganda 
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